





And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold I bring vow glad tidings of great 
iop, which shall be to all people. 


Far unto pou is born this day in the city 
of Danid a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. Euke 2:10-11 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS is a spirit 
of sharing, and this picture of Mis- 
‘sionary Logan C. Atnip handing a 
gospel tract to a woman in Bulawao, 
Southern Rhodesia is an example of 
sharing in its truest Christian sense. 
Baptists in 110 countries of the world 
are sharing, at Christmastime and 
throughout the year, the good news 
of the angel’s song. There is no more 
fitting way to celebrate the Lord's 
birth. 
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SHE WAITED 50 YEARS FOR MISSION OPPORTUNITY 


Miss Anna H, Fox was 30 years old 
when she felt the Lord’s call to become a 
foreign missionary. 

But she couldn’t answer immediately, 
because her mother was sick and depend- 
ent upon her. 

Fifty years have passed since that day, 
and Miss Fox spent the half century 
teaching school in Tennessee and Geor- 
gia, U.S.A. 

Miss Fox died at Chattanooga, Tenn., 


November 8, at the age of 80—but not 
without realizing her dream of mission 
service. Her last will and testament pro- 
vided for an Anna H. Fox Foreign Mis- 
sion Trust Fund, its income payable to 
the Foreign Mission Board of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention. 

The fund is valued at $50,000—rep- 
resenting $1,000 in savings for each year 
of school teaching when she would rather 
have been on a foreign field. 


“THE SOLUTION FOR OUR PROBLEMS” 


When Van Cliburn, the young American pianist, visited Moscow Baptist 
Church, he made the following notation in the visitors’ book: 


“I appreciate so very much your great enthusiasm for God. Your church 
and my visit to it this day will always remain an inspiration for me through- 
out my life. Christian love is, of course, the solution for our problems. 
May our Lord bless you continuously and in all ways. I especially enjoyed 
your beautiful choir and choral music.” 


The young pianist gave 80,000 rubles to the church on the occasion of his 
visit. The money came from income he earned giving piano concerts in the 


Soviet Union. 


TROPHY 


By FRANK W. PATTERSON 


“Shine, mister? Shine?” came the 
repeated query from an Indian lad, 
his index finger condemning my dusty 
shoes. 

My wife and I were awaiting our 
flight at the Cuzco, Peru, airport. I 
nodded assent and the 12-year-old 
merchant set to work with zeal and 
deftness. 

While he worked I plied him with 
questions which he answered cour- 
teously, but briefly. He was from a 
large family. He was in the fifth grade 
at school. He hoped someday to be 
an engineer. 

Presently he finished. I thanked 
him for a good job, paid him, and 
handed him a tract. Quick as a flash 
he exclaimed, “I am an evangelical.” 

In Latin America an evangelical can 
be anyone who holds to salvation by 
faith in Christ apart from works, as 
opposed to Catholicism. The answer 
caught me by surprise for there are 


Dr. Patterson, a Southern Baptist mis- 
sionary, is director of the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House, El Paso, Texas, USA 


few evangelical believers in this fa- 
natical center of paganism and Ca- 
tholicism. 

“Of what church are you a mem- 
ber?” I asked. 

“None,” he. replied. Then turning 
the tract over he pointed to this note 
on page four: “If this tract has been 
a blessing to you, or if you desire more 
information about how to be saved or 
with regard to the Bible, write to Bap- 
tist World Congress, Box 320, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.” 

“Look, mister,” he continued, “those 
people from Rio de Janeiro have been 
giving me these and I have read them, 
and I am a believer.” 

When our plane was called, the lad 
walked to the gate with us and bid 
us good-by. “Vaya con Dios’ (“God 
go with you”) was his wish for us and 
“Dios te guarde” (“God keep you”) 
our prayer for him. 

Baptists have no church nor mis- 
sionary in this fanatical city of 50,000 
souls, but among these sons of the 
Incas there is at least one trophy of 
Baptist witness. 
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A British Baptist 


looks at 


Southern Baptists 


By REV. W. CHARLES JOHNSON 


N MARcH 14, in company with W. 

G. Channon and Ronald Gould- 
ing, I landed at New York. We went 
to the USA to fulfill preaching and 
speaking assignments arranged for us by 
Dr. Clifton J. Allen of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. We also went to 
see and to study the life and work of 
the Southern Baptist churches. What we 
saw has left an abiding memory of a 
great Baptist communion. 

What is the secret of the amazing ad- 
vance of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, which now records 9-million mem- 
bers? The answer was given to me by 
Dr. Allen. “You cannot understand 
Southern Baptists,” he said, “apart from 
their Bible-centered teaching and preach- 
ing.” This is their priority. Evangelism 
is their central emphasis, resulting in a 
deep and strong interest in missions at 
home and overseas. 


All-Age Sunday School 

Dr. Allen also affirmed that the most 
significant factor for future growth is 
the educational program focused in the 
all-age Bible-centered Sunday school. 
What is this organization and how does 
it work? 

The all-age Sunday school is the whole 
family of the church meeting in clzsses 
at different age levels to study the Bible. 
It is not a separate organization. It is 
the church, exercising its teaching min- 
istry. The school meets at 9:30 a.m. 
prior to the preaching service. Splendid 
provision is made for the infants in the 
nursery departments. Teaching through 
activity begins with the primaries. Classes 
continue through age groups of a few 
years to those of 60 years and over. All 
equipment is of the highest standard. I 
was impressed by the sincerity and en- 
thusiasm of school leaders and by their 
efficiency and organization. It was re- 
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freshing to see so many men in leader- 
ship and also teaching classes. 

In large city churches the Sunday 
school reaches fantastic proportions. The 
First Baptist Church of Tulsa has 338 
classrooms. I saw the same pattern in 
Washington where I preached at the first 
anniversary of a church meeting in a 
day school. In one year they have a 
school of 250, fully planned within the 
limits of the premises, 

The center of all-age Sunday schools 
is the Sunday School Board of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention. Its executive 
head is Dr. James Sullivan, preacher, ad- 
ministrator, man of vision and man of 
God. From this great headquarters at 
Nashville, flows literature and equipment 
to meet every need of the Sunday schools 
and other Christian education activity. 
The Board also owns a modern printing 
plant and may be in fact the largest 
religious publishing house in the USA. 

Can the all-age Bibie-center Sunday 
school and the Christian educational pro- 
gram of the Southern Baptists be trans- 
planted elsewhere? My colleagues and I 
feel that its emphasis, pattern and or- 
ganization are worthy of prayerful study. 


The Cooperative Financial Plan 

Another important aspect of South- 
ern Baptist churches is the Cooperative 
Program, i.e., co-operation in allocating 
gifts to meet the needs of the local church 
and the mission work within the state, 
across the nation, and overseas. Many 
state conventions are responsible for 
Baptist hospitals, senior colleges and uni- 
versities, junior colleges and orphanages. 
The needs of six theological seminaries 
with nearly 4,000 students, relief for aged 
ministers and missionaries, nearly 1,000 
home missionaries, and more than 1,000 
overseas missionaries come within the 
orbit of the program. 
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Mr. Johnson is secretary of the Lon- 
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condensed from his observations first 
published in The Fraternal, journal of 
the Baptist Minister’s Fellowship, Lon- 
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In the Cooperative Program plan, the 
local church includes in its budget its 
own operational needs and also the needs 
of state Baptist institutions and Southern 
Baptist Convention commitments at home 
and overseas. Members are asked to 
pledge their gifts for the year. 

I was told that generally 60 per cent 
of the mission allocations sent from the 
local churches would be required by state 
conventions for work within their local 
areas. The Southern Baptist Convention 
would receive the remaining 40 per cent 
for its varied educational and mission 
activities, domestic and foreign. 

The secret of the success of the Coop- 
erative Program is the loyalty of the 
churches to the convention and the teach- 
ing of tithing and planned giving in the 
Sunday schools, the training unions and 
denominational publications. I spent a 
session with Dr. Merrill Moore who is 
responsible for the teaching of steward- 
ship. Pastors report that from 50 per- 
cent to 70 percent of the members either 
tithe or adopt planned giving. 

The Cooperative Program assures that 
Baptist gifts are directed to meet the total 
needs of Baptist work. Southern Baptists 
are not plagued by a multiplicity of ap- 
peals. I am not unmindful of the good 
work of many non-Baptist societies, but 
I am convinced that if we could teach 
and train our people so that they really 
became aware of the specific work and 
witness the Lord has laid upon us as 
Baptists, every need would be met. Con- 
secrated money is a powerful weapon in 
spiritual warfare. 


Other Impressions 

I have written primarily about two 
aspects of Southern Baptist churches, but 
I would like to comment briefly on the 
other impressions, 

I visited four seminaries, one a Negro 
college. At Louisville, I lived in the 
faculty house, had fellowship with the 
tutors, and preached to the students. At 
the Fort Worth seminary, which has 
over 2,000 students, I had an enjoyable 
interview with President R. E. Naylor. 
Both seminaries have magnificent build- 
ings and equipment. The studies ap- 

Continued to Page 12 


3 








ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MEETS— 


WORLD FELLOWSHIP BECOMES REALITY 
IN BAPTIST ALLIANCE 


Members of the Baptist World Alli- 
ance Administrative Committee, meeting 
in Washington November 23, envisioned 
a world-wide projection of the warm fel- 
lowship and evangelistic spirit manifest 
last June-July at Rio de Janeiro. 

It was the first session of the commit- 
tee since the Tenth Baptist World Con- 
gress had brought 13,000 registered 
delegates from 70 countries together at 
Rio. All thirteen members of the com- 
mittee were present, with other members 
of the Executive Committee also attend- 
ing. 

Those attending the Washington meet- 
ing included Dr. Joao F. Soren of Rio, 
president of the Alliance, and two former 
presidents, Dr. Theodore F. Adams and 
Dr. C. Oscar Johnson. It was the first 
Administrative session for Dr. Josef 
Nordenhaug, who succeeded Dr. Arnold 
T. Ohrn as general secretary of the Alli- 
ance on November 1. 


Impact of the Congress 

Dr. Adams declared that “the future of 
the Alliance is as bright as the promises 
of God.” He cited the recognition given 
at Rio to representatives of smaller na- 
tions as a trend justifying more than ever 
before the use of the word “world” in 
the Alliance name. 

President Soren reported that the meet- 
ing of the Tenth Congress in Rio had 
left a tremendous impact on all Latin 
America. He noted a continuing evange- 
listic harvest throughout Brazil as a result 
of the spoken and unspoken testimony 
by Congress delegates and the evangelis- 
tic service led by Dr. Billy Graham. 


“This will be the greatest year of 
growth in the history of the Baptists of 
Brazil,’ he said. “Our churches have 
received unprecedented numbers on their 
professions of faith, and the tide is still 
running strong.” 

Dr. Soren said that when he and other 
host committeemen went to Guanabara 
Palace to thank Governor Sette Camara 
for his government’s cordial welcome to 
the Baptist visitors, the governor instead 
thanked him “for bringing such nice peo- 
ple to Brazil.” 


Relief Reorganization Discussed 


The administrative committee spent 
much of its all day session with a dis- 
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cussion of financial matters. Sincere ap- 
preciation was expressed for gifts received 
from constituent conventions, churches 
and individuals during the year. 

Reorganization of the Relief Depart- 
ment, as an integral part of the Alliance, 
was referred to a subcommittee, which 
will report back to the Administrative 
committee in February. 


Youth Conference in 1963 


Robert S. Denny, associate secretary, 
reported plans for the Sixth Baptist Youth 
World Conference in 1963. Place of 
meeting is still undecided, with three in- 
vitations—Lebanon, Hong Kong and 
Australia—under consideration. 

Rev. A. Klaupiks, coordinator of relief, 
said that relief needs continue great 
around the world. Six million people 
have been uprooted and moved from one 
area to another. The Alliance has suc- 
ceeded in resettling some of them, and 


currently is engaged in taking European 
refugees, who fled across Asia, to new 
homes in Australia. Drugs, food and 
clothing are being shipped to people in 
several areas of acute need. 

A memorial to the late G. Kearnie 
Keegan, chairman of the administrative 
committee of the Alliance’s Youth De- 
partment, was presented by Mr. Denny. 
A prayer for the Keegan family and for 
a continuance of Keegan’s ideals in Bap- 
tist youth work was led by Dr. Johnson. 


Congress Report Volume 
Due February 17 


The Official Report of the Tenth Bap- 
tist World Congress, which met last June- 
July at Rio de Janeiro, is now scheduled 
for publication on February 17. 

The volume, containing all addresses 
and reports made at plenary sessions of 
the Rio Congress, along with pictures of 
participants, is being published for the 
Alliance by Broadman Press. 

All delegates to the Congress, except 
Latin American delegates who paid a re- 
duced registration fee, will receive a copy 
of the book as soon as it comes from the - 
press. A Portuguese edition will be pub- 
lished later for sale to Baptists in Latin 
American countries. 





NEW YEAR’S 1961 


As our calendar turns to a new year and a new decade, Baptists of 
the world thank God for His guidance and His blessings during the year 
just past. It was a year in which Baptist leaders from 70 countries 
gathered at Rio de Janeiro for the Tenth Baptist World Congress ... a 
year in which our people advanced in evangelism, Bible study and 


personal dedication. 


Looking ahead, we resolve that 1961 will find all our members in 
110 countries at work in His Kingdom. 


The Baptist Jubilee Advance emphasis is on stewardship—each of 
us doing his best for the Master. It is imperative in this era when new 
nations are being born and millions of people are seeking the truth 
that makes men free that Christians truly radiate the love of God. Then, 
swords can be beaten into plowshares and peace can come to the world. 


Let us pray, 23-million Baptists speaking a thousand languages, that 
God will use us for the advancement of His purposes among men. 


Cordially, 

JOAO F. SOREN, President 

JOSEF NORDENHAUG, General Secretary 
ROBERT S. DENNY, Associate Secretary 
ERIK RUDEN, Associate Secretary 

THE BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE 
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Africa 





CAMEROUN: 
Building Launched on Faith 


Baptists at Douala must have a new 
church building because their old one is 
inadequate. Too, the community has 
moved away from the location of the 
present church. 


A total of only $4,000 has been col- 
lected and the new building will cost 
$42,800. But work began in November, 
because, according to Missionary M. 
Farelly, the people “decided to build slice 
by slice: first foundations; after raising 
money again, walls; after that, roof and 
tower, and so on.” 


“It will take a long time but we are 
enthusiastic to begin.” Mr. Farelly takes 
cognizance of unrest in Africa and espe- 
cially that domestic turmoil which al- 
ready has resulted in the death of cer- 
tain pastors and destroyed church prop- 
erty in Cameroun. 


“It seems that times are not good,” 
Mr. Farelly said. “All Africa is driving 
through difficulty and troubles. It is an 
illness of our time, but the greatest part 
of our population want peace, and our 
Christian people pray every day to ask 
God for help and peace. 


“We do not think that the difficulties 
of this time will stop our work. We know 
that in times of great difficulty God gives 
greater strength. It is a good thing for 
the Christian church to affirm faith and 
hope when the world is driving to revolu- 
tion and destruction.” He then recalled 
that it was in 1812 when the United 
States and England were at war and 
British ships blocked all the United States 
harbors, that Adoniram Judson and 
Luther Rice, the first American mission- 
aries to sail for Asia, made their way 
from American shores. 


The building being erected at Douala 
will have a baptistry 30 feet long, in that 
the church conducts mass baptisms with 
several people being baptized at once. 
Original plans for a small _baptistry, 
where only one person could be baptized 
at once, were rejected by the church. 
The building will also have large over- 
hanging eaves to make unnecessary the 
insertion of windows until more money 
is available. 

Contributions for the Douala church 
are being received at the Baptist World 
Alliance offices in Washington. 
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GIFT GIVING IN RHO- 
DESIA—One afternoon 
at the Central African 
Woman’‘s __ Missionary 
Union convention, held 
at the Baptist camp 
near Gwelo, Southern 
Rhodesia, was devoted 
to “gift giving.” In this 
picture a woman from 
Que Que presents a 
quilt made by _ her 
WMU to Mrs. S. Gazi 
(right), a@ nursing or- 
derly at the Baptist hos- 
pital in Sanyati. The 
quilt was for a man 
who is paralyzed from 
the neck down from in- 
juries received some 
time ago. He became 
a Christian after enter- 
ing the hospital. 





BURMA: 


State Church Opposed 

The 92nd annual meeting of the Burma 
Baptist Convention—drawing more than 
12,000 people from 14 communal groups 
throughout the nation—has been judged 
the largest Protestant assembly ever held 
in Burma. 

Of the total, 6,033 were registered 
delegates. The convention met at Myit- 
kyina, situated in the northernmost part 
of Burma. Some delegates traveled five 
days to get there. Fifteen hundred came 
by special train. 

In a resolution opposing the govern- 
ment’s announced plan to make Bud- 
dhism the State religion, the convention 
expressed fear that such a step would 
deprive non-Buddhists of basic human 
rights guaranteed by the present con- 
stitution. 

Opposition to the measure, the resolu- 
tion said, was not prompted by any fear 
that Christians might suffer undue op- 
pression but that designation of Bud- 
dhism as the country’s official religion 
would adversely affect national solidarity 
of the people. The statement emphasized 
that religions and religious matters were 
purely matters of conscience and should 
not be mixed up with politics. 

In another action, Burma Baptists drew 
up plans for a five-year evangelism cam- 





paign that will highlight in 1963 the 
150th anniversary of the arrival of the 
first Baptist missionary to Burma, Ado- 
niram Judson. 


KOREA: 


Sixty Attend WMU Convention 

During the past year a member of the 
Korean Woman’s Missionary Union 
visited every Baptist church in her dis- 
trict—on foot, with a baby strapped to 
her back! 

Hearing this and other reports at the 
annual WMU convention were approx- 
imately 60 women representing 22 Ko- 
rean Baptist churches, Guest speaker 
was a pastor who had recently returned 
from the Baptist World Congress in Rio 
de Janeiro. 

The convention also provided oppor- 
tunities for Christian witnessing. A Ko- 
rean woman who had brought vegetables 
to town to sell went to the hotel to see 
the “American grandmother” (Mission- 
ary Nurse Lucy Wright) she had heard 
was staying there. This opened the way 
for Miss Wright, other missionaries, and 
a Korean Christian to talk with her about 
accepting Christ. 


INDIA: 


B.M.S. School for Bhubaneswar 
Bhubaneswar is the rapidly growing 
new capital of Orissa State. For a long 
time the Orissa government has been 
anxious to have a public (boarding) 
school in the new capital and at the 
government’s request, the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, London, is transferring 
the boarding section of the Cuttack 


S) 





BICHORON OF PAKISTAN IS A DETERMINED BAPTIST 


By Rev. P. J. MELLOR 


There is at least one man in Pabna 
district of East Bengal, Pakistan who is 
determined to remain a Baptist at all 
costs. He is Bichoron, from the village of 
Kathuli (pronounced “Kartoolee”), near 
Chatmohar. Last year, when the Chat- 
mohar church, of which he was a mem- 
ber, turned Pentecostal, several members 
said they wanted to remain Baptist. But 
it was Bichoron alone who showed the 
courage of his convictions. With a grim 
stubbornness he insisted that he was a 
Baptist and would continue to be a Bap- 
tist. 

Now you can’t have a church of one 
man and his wife, and there is little 
chance of one man villager standing his 
ground like this in Bengal because Ben- 
gali villagers usually think and act in 
groups rather than as individuals. But 
Bichoron was determined. Come what 
may, he was going to stand his ground. 


So, collecting a bundle, his wife, and 
four small children, he set out ahead on 
the dusty four mile walk to the railway. 
Train and bus via Ishurdi eventually 
brought them the remainder of the 29 
miles to Pabna town. Here Bichoron pre- 
sented himself and his wife to the pastor 
of the church, to be accepted as mem- 
bers by transfer. 


Since then his enthusiasm has con- 
tinued in two respects. First, he has 
made that arduous journey to attend 
worship in Pabna at least once every 
month for twelve months, in spite of 
blinding dust or knee-deep mud accord- 
ing to the season. 


Secondly, he has not only stood his 
ground, but actually gained ground in 
helping to form a new church in Kathuli. 
He has opened the doors of his mud- 
walled, thatched-roofed village home for 
use as a base in a new evangelistic drive 
by the district Baptist Union. His wife 


has fed visiting Baptists from their all 
too meager supplies of curry and rice, 
and their courtyard has become an open- 
air theater for audiences of 200 and more 
eager villagers who will stay till mid- 
night or until we run out of gospel 
slides. 

Bichoron’s enthusiasm has _ brought 
forth fruit. Early in May the first convert 
from Kathuli was baptized in Pabna 
town. On June 14, a further four men 
and one woman followed them. More 
baptisms are planned in the near future, 
and in the months to come we hope to 
bring you news of the opening of a 
Baptist church at Kathuli. 

Thank God for Bichoron, who has that 
light which cannot be overcome by dark- 
ness, and keep praying for this move- 
ment among Bengali people in the Ishurdi 
area of Pabna District. 


Reprinted from Vision, the Australian Bap- 
tist Missionary Society, September 1960. 





Stewart School to a site on the outskirts 
of Bhubaneswar. 

The government of Orissa has pro- 
vided the site and given generous aid 
for the establishment of the school. 
Gradually it is hoped that a kindergarten 
department, sports pavilion, hobby center 
and workshop, etc., will be added. 

Bhubaneswar is a city of old and new, 
of numerous ancient temples and shrines, 
a city of pilgrimage, and a place of the 
present with modern buildings. The 
school will eventually have widespread 
influence, for the sons of many officials 
are expected to attend. First pupils will 
be received in January, 1961. 

Rev. E. G. Collins, a B.M.S. mis- 
sionary, who served in China prior to 
serving in India, is in charge of the 
Stewart School in Cuttack and the new 
school being erected in Bhubaneswar. 


Europe 





New E.B.F. President 

The Rev. C. R. Goulding, minister of 
Haven Green, Ealing, England, since 
1958, has been elected president of the 
European’ Baptist Federation. Mr. 
Goulding who was trained at Spurgeon’s 
College, was an R.A.F. chaplain 1940-44, 
was minister of the Tabernacle, Waltham- 
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stow, 1940-51, and of Fuller, Kettering, 
1951-58. He has been a member of the 
Baptist Union Continental Committee for 
the past six years. 

Other members of the Executive Com- 
mittee are: A. Baungaard Thomsen, Den- 
mark, vice-president, F. E. Huizinga, 
Holland, Hans Luckey, Germany, Henri 
Vincent, France, Alexander Karev, 
USSR, Helcio da Silva Lessa, Portugal, 
Mrs. Ruth Pepper and Stuart Arnold, 
England. 


AUSTRIA: 


Arnold Koster Dies 

Rev. Arnold Koster, age 65, pastor 
of the Baptist church in Vienna for the 
past 32 years, died October 28. He had 
been a leader in Baptist work in Austria 
and was a member of the Hungarian Re- 
lief Committee, which was a sub-com- 
mittee of the Baptist World Alliance, 
during the Hungarian uprising. 


CANARY ISLANDS: 


Faith Is Vibrant 

A thriving Baptist church under the 
leadership of Rev. Jose Beltran is ex- 
pending an evangelistic ministry at Santa 
Cruz de Tenerife. Visiting the church 
recently, missionary Charles Whitten 
found an almost self-supporting congrega- 
tion of more than 100 members. The 
church is about to move into a new 
building. Seven people made professions 
of faith the day Mr. Whitten visited the 
church. 


GERMANY: 


Baptist Union Meets 
Crowds of up to 7,000 were present 
for annual sessions of the German Bap- 
tist Union, held at Berlin September 1-7. 
The program under the able leadership 
of Rev. Hans Fehr, who was re-elected 
to another three year term as president, 
was divided in such a way that all busi- 
ness sessions were held the first three days 
of the meeting, and the final four days 
were given over to inspirational sessions. 
Sixteen hundred women were present 
for meetings of the national women’s or- 
ganization led by Mrs. Marianne Bambey. 
Visitors to the meeting included Dr. 
Henri Vincent of Paris, Dr. and Mrs. W. 
J. Appel of Vienna, and Dr. Josef Nor- 
denhaug, general secretary of the Baptist 
World Alliance. 


HOLLAND: 


“We Are Travelling Together” 
Cooperative work among Dutch Bap- 
tist churches has been accentuated in 
1960 with the use of the theme “We are 
travelling together.” The year itself has 
been called “the year of our joint work.” 
Folders about several aspects of co- 
operative work have been issued and one 
Sunday school quarterly is dedicated to 
the work of the Dutch Baptist Union. 
Several other gains are noted in the 
report from Rev. Jacob Broertjes of 
Utrecht. The Dutch Baptist Seminary 
has opened its third session with 15 en- 
rolled. This is an increase of 300 per 
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cent since the seminary first opened with 
five students three years ago. 

The Dutch Baptist Youth movement is 
issuing program materials for young peo- 
ple’s work under the leadership of Dr. 
Jannes Reiling and Dr. J. J. Kiwiet. 

The Dutch Baptist Union is now 
headed by an Administrative Committee 
which consists of Mr. E. deHaan, chair- 
man; Mr. W. Modderman, vice-chairman; 
Rev. Jacob Broertjes, general assistant. 
Rev. T. Jansma is secretary-treasurer of 
the union. 

Lay evangelism was encouraged when 
Rev. Jannes Reiling, rector of the sem- 
inary, addressed the school’s opening ses- 
sion on “The Church of Tomorrow.” He 
encouraged the churches to give much 
attention to the instruction of members 
that they might be real witnesses for 
Christ in the world. He said that their 
personal testimonies are the best way 
to spread the gospel. Churches ought, 
therefore, he said, “to be churches of 
workers” with the ministers as “instruc- 
tors.” 


ITALY: 


Olympic Guests Welcomed 

Roman Milestones, a regular publica- 
tion of Southern Baptists working in 
Italy, published a special illustrated 28 
page edition last summer to welcome 
visitors coming to the Olympic Games at 
Rome. 

Edited by Roy Starmer, the publication 
was a piece of journalistic excellence. 
It opened with a statement about Paul’s 
comparison of the Christian life to 
Olympic competition, and continued with 
pictorial and verbal description of Bap- 
tist work throughout Italy. 

There are now more than 60 churches 
in the Italian Baptist Union, and the 
churches show a membership of 4,550 
baptized members. There were almost 
200 baptisms last year. Yet, the maga- 
zine notes, “there are more than 12,000,- 
000 lost souls in Italy who do not pro- 
fess Christ as Lord in any form or 
confession.” 


RUSSIA: 


Rev. Zhidkov Is 75 

Moscow Baptist Church has cele- 
brated the 75th birthday of Jakov I. 
Zhidkov, president of the All-Union 
Council of Evangelical Christian-Baptists. 
Brother Zhidkov’s birthday came on 
September 18. He serves also as a vice- 
president of the Baptist World Alliance. 


SWITZERLAND: 


Dr. Hughey Succeeds Dr. Nordenhaug 


Dr. J. D. Hughey, Jr., has been elected 
president of the Baptist Theological Sem- 
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inary at Ruschlikon-Zurich, effective 
March, 1961. He succeeds Dr. Josef 
Nordenhaug who resigned in Septem- 





Dr. HUGHEY 


ber to become general secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance. 

Dr. Hughey is also professor of church 
history at the seminary. He was a repre- 
sentative of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention in Spain for four years before 
going to the seminary in 1952. He is the 
author of Die Baptisten, Religious Free- 
dom in Spain, and Historia de los Bau- 
tistas in Espana and many articles. 
He was on the program of the Baptist 
World Alliance Congress held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, in June, 1960. 


SPAIN: 
Increased Tolerance Noted 

Missionary Charles Whitten writes 
from Madrid, Spain: 

“Many of you have asked if the re- 
ligious liberty situation is better. We feel 
that the pressure of international opinion 
has had a great influence on the internal 
policies of Spain. Our people have 
prayed and patiently waited for the day 
of more tolerance. They scarcely dare 
to expect more, for they have been 
persecuted so long. There is a purity and 
fervor about our Christian groups here 
that might have come only through ob- 
stacles and difficulties.” 

He reports, specifically, that the Third 
Baptist Church, Madrid, has been re- 
opened, with official permission, after 
having been closed in 1958. The little 
chapel the church uses is altogether in- 
adequate, Whitten says, but church lead- 





ers are in the process of acquiring more 
adequate property. The Second Baptist 
Church, Madrid, continues closed, how- 
ever, as it has been since 1954. 


Latin 
America 


ECUADOR: 


BREAKING DOWN 
BARRIERS 


By SHELBY A. SMITH 
Missionary to Ecuador 


Several weeks ago Pastor Ramia was 
unable to buy meat in Naranjito, Ecua- 
dor. There was much meat hanging in 
the little open meat stands, but propri- 
etors told him there was none for Prot- 
estant “devils.” 

But things are different now. 

Missionary Howard L. Shoemake and 
I traveled the 30 miles from Guayaquil 
to Naranjito, a little town of 5,000, after 
loading our pickup with church pews, a 
motion picture projector, my drawing 
materials, two cots, food and clothing for 
a week, and 200 pounds of charcoal for 
cooking. We stayed with the Ramia 
family. 

The townspeople peered at us curiously 
as we unloaded our cargo late Sunday 
afternoon. By the time we started the . 
service the chapel was filled, with more 
people standing in the doorway—about 
200 in all. After several hymns Mr. Shoe- 
make showed a film. Then as he 
preached I used colored chalk and lights 
to draw a picture of Calvary. This 
proved an excellent way of keeping the 
people interested and of presenting the 
gospel orally and visually at the same 
time. One man accepted Christ. 

We had to meet in the street the rest 
of the week. Monday the attendance 
was about 500; Tuesday, 800; Wednes- 
day, 1,500; and Friday, 2,200! 

The first two nights brought little re- 
sponse, but before the week was over 
children throughout the town were sing- 
ing a chorus we had taught them. The 
campaign brought several professions of 
faith, and 12 of the persons making pro- 
fessions came for a special conference 
the last night. 

Surely barriers are breaking down in 
Ecuador when a town formerly opposed 
to the gospel is so moved by the Holy 
Spirit that its people stand in the streets 
two and a half hours to hear of Jesus 
Christ. Barriers are breaking down when 
people, who at the beginning of a week 
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asked “Why do you come here to try to 
change our religion?” plead for us to re- 
turn soon. Barriers are breaking down 
when looks of suspicion turn into smiles 
of friendliness, appreciation and love. 


COLOMBIA: 


Worker's Clinic 

About 200 Sunday school teachers and 
workers from the Baptist churches of 
the Cauca Valley Baptist Association of 
Colombia gathered in Cali for the first 
associational Sunday school clinic in the 
country. They came by foot, on bicycles, 
or in chartered, dilapidated buses—each 
bringing a lunch of rice with beans, rice 
with lentils, or rice with ground fish, 
onions, and tomatoes. To complete the 
meal the host church in Cali sold tamales 
(made of corn meal, beef, cabbage, 
cooked banana, and other things baked 
for two hours in a banana-leaf covering). 

There were classes on records, im- 
proved teaching for all age groups, and 
Sunday school administration. Group 
conferences dealt with the effective music 
and visitation. Students from the Inter- 
national Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Colombian pastors, and Southern Baptist 
missionaries, served as leaders. 


JAMAICA: 


New Buildings at College 

A new lecture hall and student’s com- 
mon room have been opened at Calabar 
College in memory of the late Rev. Ivan 
C. Parsons. The hall will help provide 
additional accommodations for the grow- 
ing number of students seeking training 
for the Christian ministry. The student 
body now includes two members from 
the Bahamas. 

The building was erected through the 
joint efforts of the Baptist Missionary 
Society of London and Jamaican Baptists. 

Mr. Parsons was one of the leading 
ministers of the Jamaica Baptist Union 
and was twice its chairman. His death 
was a great loss to Baptist work on the 
island. 

Mr. Parsons attended the Baptist 
World Congress in Cleveland in 1950 
and the Congress in London in 1955 
where he addressed the gathering. 


North 
America 





CANADA: 


Dr. Ziemann Dies 
Dr. Percy P. W. Ziemann a former 
missionary to Japan and more recently 





| i 


CHALK TALKS IN ECUADOR—Each night during the recent evangelistic campaign 
in Naranjito, Ecuador, Missionary Shelby A. Smith (left) made a chalk drawing while 
Missionary Howard L. Shoemake (right) preached. This drawing, done on the last 
night, illustrates a man who put off salvation. The Spanish Ya es tarde means 


“Already it is late.” 


general secretary-treasurer of the Bap- 
tist Convention of Ontario and Quebec, 
died on October 9. 

A native of Ontario, Dr. Ziemann 
spent seven years of his early adulthood 
in Japan serving as pastor of the Tokyo 
Union Church, representing 35 national- 
ities and 30 denominations, and teaching 
at Waseda University in Tokyo. He gave 
sympathetic aid to the injured and be- 
reaved in the disastrous earthquake of 
1923 in which dead and missing in 
Tokyo and Yokohama totalled 250,000. 
He has served the Baptists of Ontario 
and Quebec since 1956 as_ secretary- 
treasurer. 


Canadian Baptists Give 
$5,000 to Refugee Relief 

The Baptist Federation of Canada, of 
which Dr. R. Fred Bullen is general sec- 
retary, has made a contribution of $5000 
to the relief department of the Baptist 
World Alliance for use in rehabilitating 
refugees in Australia. 

The refugees are from countries of 
Eastern Europe and have come across 
Asia into Hong Kong. The Baptist re- 
lief program now provides transporta- 
tion from Hong Kong to Australia and 
helps them find homes in that country. 
Older members of the refugee parties 
are being housed in a Baptist refugee 
home near Sydney. 

This gift of $5000 closely follows gen- 
erous gifts made by the Canadians in 


shipment of meat to both Germany and 


Hong Kong. Dr. R. Thaut, general sec- 
retary of the German Baptist Union re- 
ports that the meat shipment reaching 
him was sent immediately to the refugee 
camp at Berlin “and was received with 
great joy and gratitude. It came at the 
time of an increasing stream of refugees 
from the East and was very much 
needed.” 


Rev. Gibson Succeeds Smalley 

Rev. T. T. Gibson of Regina has be- 
come general secretary of the Baptist 
Union of Western Canada. He was in- 
ducted into office at the Convention in 
Brandon by Rev. W. C. Smalley, long 
time leader in Baptist World Alliance 
activities, who had served as interim sec- 
retary for the past year. 

C. G. Carter, president of the Baptist 
Union of Western Canada for the past 
two years was succeeded by Rev. R. C. 
Standerwick, Vancouver. The conven- 
tion received a gift of $100,000 from 
James Smalley of Calgary for a new 
building for the Baptist Leadership Train- 
ing School. 


USA: 


$12 Million Budget Adopted 
Southern Baptists will spend more than 
a million dollars a month in foreign 
mission activity during 1961. Their For- 
eign Mission Board meeting in annual 
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session at Richmond, Va., adopted an 
annual budget of $12,400,000 for the 
1961 year. This is an increase of a 
million dollars over 1960. 

The board also appointed 15 new mis- 
sionaries, bringing the number of ap- 
pointments for 1960 to 109 and the 
total number of active Southern Baptist 
foreign missionaries to 1,463. 

Southern Baptist missionaries are now 
active in 45 countries. 


Southern Baptists Plan Medical 
Team for Caribbean Islands 


A medical team of five doctors will 
visit the San Blas Islands off Panama 
early in 1961 where they will work under 
the direction of Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries. 

The SBC Brotherhood Commission 
discussed the project as part of a co- 
operative program it is planning with 
the Home Mission Board to use more 
laymen in missionary fields. 

The two agencies hope to use at least 
400 men in the United States next year. 
They will travel at their own expense, 
principally to pioneer areas and serve 
under the direction of the Home Mission 
Board. 

Commission members, who adopted a 
record budget of $338,500 at the meet- 
ing, elected Plaford Davis of Effingham, 
Ill., as chairman for the coming year. 
Other officers chosen were Doyle E. 
Carlton, Jr., Florida cattleman, vice 
chairman, and Joe Burnette, Columbia, 
S. C., recording secretary. George W. 
Schroeder, Memphis, was_ re-elected 
executive secretary-treasurer. 

The Commission called the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s attention to the 
“pressing need” for a training center for 
men and boys. The project was approved 
by the delegates with suggestion that it 
be given to the program committee of 
the SBC Executive Committee for con- 
sideration. 

The center would train leaders of the 
Brotherhood (men) and Royal Ambas- 
sadors (boys). It was noted that latest 
official statistics (1959) reveal 397,000 
men are enrolled in local church Broth- 
erhoods and 225,000 boys in the Royal 
Ambassador chapters. This was a net 
increase of 36,000 men and boys in one 
year. 


Texas, Mexican Baptists Merge 


The annual Texas Baptist General Con- 
vention approved merger of that body 
with the Mexican Baptist Convention of 
Texas effective July, 1961. 

Dr. Forrest Feezor, retiring executive 
secretary of the BGCT, explained that 
the merger of the two groups had already 


THE BAPTIST WORLD * December 1960 





LAYMAN BELIEVES CHRISTIANS MUST WITNESS 


If Christians refuse to witness, their souls are saved but their lives are lost, 
a Texas oilman told 1300 students at Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem- 


inary, Fort Worth. 


Dr. William Fleming, who also serves as chairman of the seminary’s 
trustees, said, “If we say no to God we are bound by the consequences. 


When we accepted Christ we joined those millions of people who serve him. 


” 


“This is our day and we have a great opportunity of winning people to 
Christ. God has his eye on Southern Baptists and is expecting us to lead 


out in these great efforts,” he said. 


to a large degree been effected at con- 
vention time. 

The Mexican convention will pour its 
funds into the BGCT budget now and its 
president will be an ex-officio member 
of the BGCT board of directors. 

The BGCT has about 1.5 million mem- 
bers and the Mexican convention will 
add 20,000 Latin Americans to the or- 
ganization. 


2000 Professions of Faith 


A Baptist minister, Rev. Charles Finch, 
has witnessed more than 2,000 profes- 
sions of faith during his chaplaincy of 
the Arkansas Tuberculosis Sanatorium 
the past 12 years. 

Mr. Finch’s ministry at the hospital 
is supported by the state missions de- 
partment of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention. 


Catholic Elected President 


John Kennedy, a Catholic layman, has 
been elected president of the United 
States in one of the closest elections in 
American history. He will take office 
January 20. 

The campaign pitted Mr. Kennedy, 
nominee of the Democratic party, against 
Vice-President Richard M. Nixon, nomi- 
nee of the Republican party of which 
President Eisenhower is a member. Mr. 
Nixon is a Quaker, 

Mr. Kennedy will be the first Catholic 
ever to serve in the White House. Many 
Baptists and other evangelicals manifested 
strong feelings during the campaign in 
fear a Catholic president might endanger 
the nation’s historic separation of church 
and state. This criticism led Mr. Kennedy 
to make campaign promises to keep 
church and state separate and to oppose 
proposals for the granting of federal 
government aid to church schools. 


NABGC Churches Baptize 1463 


The North American Baptist General 
Conference is constituted of 300 churches 
with a membership primarily of German 
language background. Their 1960 sta- 





tistics show 1463 baptisms and a total 
membership of 50,646. These members 
gave in 1960 a total of $5,416,980 for all 
purposes, of which $1,086,000 went to 
missions. Dr. Frank H. Woyke is execu- 
tive secretary of the NABGC with of- 
fices at 7308 Madison Street, Forest Park, 
Ill. 


15,000 Refugees Enter 
West Germany Each Month 


Matthew Giuffrida, director of Im- 
migration Services for the World Relief 
Committee of the American Baptist Con- 
vention, reports that refugees are enter- 
ing West Germany at the rate of 15,000 
monthly. 

In a report to Church World Service, 
of which he is vice-chairman, Giuffrida 
described his visit to Camp Zirndorf in 
Nurnberg, where all non-German refu- 
gees are required to apply for asylum. 
About 200 refugees a month come to this 
camp, and approximately 350 refugees 
are now there. 

Most refugees remain at Camp Zirn- 
dorf three to four weeks before being 
transferred to work projects. Mr. Giuf- 
frida reports that Zirndorf probably will 
remain open as long as refugees come 
into West Germany. Construction of two 
new housing units and two administrative 
buildings will be ready for occupancy 
around May, 1961, and will raise the 
capacity for housing the refugees to 750 
people. 

“It is easy to locate jobs for refugees 
at the present time in West Germany be- 
cause of the economy boom, but in a 
recession the refugees will be the first to 
be fired,” says Giuffrida. 

Giuffrida also visited the Bethel Home 
for the Aged, at Munich, built by the 
Baptist World Alliance in 1953, for Slavic 
refugees. There are 45 residents in the 
Home and approximately one-half are 
Baptists. The Bethel Home provides for 
four worship services a week, two in 
the German language and two in the 
Russian language. There are some 300- 
350 Slavic Baptists in Germany. 








IT IS NOT TOO LATE— 


TO GIVE THE BAPTIST WORLD FOR CHRISTMAS 


See Page 12 





Austral - 
asia 


AUSTRALIA: 
Contribute to World Relief 


Australian Baptists, in cooperation with 
the Baptist World Alliance, have been 
busy this last year preparing homes for 
European refugees who are coming into 
Australia after years of restless wander- 
ing through Asia. But the Australians are 
not content to spend all their relief 
money in their own country. 


Bruce A. King, federal secretary of 
the Baptist Union of Australia, World 
Relief Committee, has sent a check for 
£187 to the Alliance for use in general 
relief purposes. “You may be aware that 
it is our custom to forward to you a 
sum representing two and a half percent 
of the money received in response to our 
annual appeal for relief purposes,” Mr. 
King explains the gift. 

In addition to securing a home for 
aged refugees and rehabilitating younger 
refugee families, the Australian Baptists 
have given assistance in recent months to 
the flooded areas of Birisiri and the tem- 
pest damaged sections of New Guinea. 


BOOKS 


The Reconciling Gospel 


The Lordship of Christ, as well as 
his Saviourhood, belongs to the central 
message of evangelism, according to The 
Reconciling Gospel prepared by Culbert 
G. Rutenber, professor of philosophy of 
religion and social ethics at Andover 
Newton Theological School, and pub- 
lished by Judson Press, Philadelphia. The 
book will be studied in schools of evan- 
gelism in churches of the American Bap- 
tist Convention during the spring of 1961 
as preparation for the third year of the 
Baptist Jubilee Advance. 
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Thanks From Nigeria 
THANK YOU very sincerely for THE 
BaPTIST WoRLD which you have been 
sending to me for so many years. It has 
been very helpful in showing me the 
reach of Baptists around the world. 
Thank you again. 
While I may not write again for ten 
years, my thoughts are always with you. 
Yours most sincerely, 
S. S. Bamisaiye 
Baptist Mission 
Grenya K. K. via Lokoja, Nigeria 


Missions in Liberia 

IN READING THE BAPTIST WoRLD’s last 
issue, I came across an article titled, 
Southern Baptists Enter Liberia. The an- 
nouncement is good and welcome news, 
but its reference to Baptist work in 
Liberia, seems to me, should have taken 
some notice of the work of the Foreign 
Mission Board of the National Baptist 
Convention. 

The Foreign Mission Board of the 
National Baptist Convention has been 
working in Liberia for the past 80 years 
without break. To give a rounded pic- 
ture of what Baptists are doing and 
particularly in Liberia, since Liberia is 
the subject, I do not feel that Baptists 
can get the full picture to Baptists every- 
where and to the world unless our work 
is reported roundly. 

I am sending you some literature under 
another cover that will give you an idea 
of what we are doing in Liberia and 
other parts of the world. 

C. C. Adams 
Corresponding Secretary 
Foreign Mission Board 
National Baptist Convention 


Missions Film Praised 

WE wisH to commend the film “Oper- 
ation—Brother’s Keeper,” a documentary 
record of the Baptist World Alliance- 
sponsored Medical Mission in 1958. We 
have been able to use it on several oc- 
casions. As we spent most of last term 
at Kimpese in the Congo, the film has 
given us an excellent opportunity to pre- 
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sent the challenge of Kimpese as it re- 
lates to the entire program of medical 
missions in Africa. We have sent a 
word of thanks to Dr. Antes for the film. 
Sincerely, 
Dr. and Mrs. Clitus Olson 
Omaha, Nebraska, USA 


Rio Recollections 

I HAVE JUST received the minutes 
of the meetings of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Baptist World Alliance held 
at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and was glad 
to go through them and bring back in 
my memory the happy experiences of 
those days. Some of you I had the priv- 


ilege of knowing personally, some I know - 


only by name. 

But of one thing I am certain: if we 
would know each other better and know 
more about Baptist work in each other’s 
country, we would be able to cooperate 
more with each other in behalf of the 
principles and purposes of our World 
Alliance in the next five years. 

Roberto Porras Maynes 
Executive Secretary 
National Baptist Convention of Mexico 


Thanks From Australia 
WOULD YOU PLEASE convey to the 
Baptists of Canada and the USA our 
warmest praise for the hospitality and 
friendship given the Australian Congress 
touring party? From the various states 
in Australia you can hear members of 
the party relating their wonderful ex- 
periences in the homes of Canadian and 
American Baptists. Thanks is due to the 
various state conventions for arranging 
outings, meetings, and visits to Baptist 
institutions. We will be forgiven if we 
mention two outstanding figures in Amer- 
ican church life—Dr. Theodore F. Adams 
and Dr. Paul Caudill. We owe much to 
these gentlemen for making the tour the 
success it was, with friendships that will 
never be broken. 
Yours sincerely, 
Phil Hayes 


Relief Officer 
World Relief Committee 
Baptist Union of Australia 
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FOR ALL of our Baptist sisters in all lands, this month will be filled with 
special meaning, significant activities and heartfelt thanksgiving. 

On that first Christmas, when shepherds busy about their daily tasks out 
on the hills heard the Christmas news, God opened a window for mankind. 
For around the presence of the babe of Bethlehem was a thought, a realization, 
and it was this: “God is with us.” Through the Christ child a window was 
opened so that men might see God. 

Walking as a Man among men, He so met the world’s sorrows and sins 
and sickness and injustices; so touched aching bodies; so soothed bewildered, 
wild and tortured minds; so taught and so died that men today say, “This 
is the truth. God has been with us in Jesus Christ. God is with us in His 
Spirit, and love can win on earth and the Kingdom of God can come here.” 

Love came into the world with the first Christmas. It is the stamp of 
Christ and the authentic and indispensable quality that distinguishes His 
followers. Much of our world is in a state of moral bankruptcy, of confusion 
of conflicting and selfish interests, of broken lives and warring wills. But as 
Christian women, we must follow the way of love. To all of you, in 
whatever circumstances, we send loving greetings and a pledge that the united 
love and prayers of all of us are with you. We know, too, that if enough 
Christians follow the way of love—then, in very truth, Christmas will come, 
on earth peace, good-will toward men. 


Mrs. EpGAR BATES 
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Impressions of Baptist World Congress, 
Rio, 1960 


By Mrs. F. F. PEPPER, Chairman 


European Baptist 


Some weeks have now passed since we 
met in Rio and on looking back to those 
days I have a few outstanding memories 
which will remain with me for some time 
to come. 

How good it was to bring our women 
from all the continents together under 
one roof. Here we were able to truly 
mix up together. Again, I was impressed 
by the fact that as Christians we have no 
barriers of race or nation. There is a 
complete sense of “oneness” when we live 
together, sleep and eat together as we 
did in those first days before the Con- 
gress really started. 

To me, these first days were the most 
useful as we were able to conduct our 
business and make our plans and have 
rich fellowship with one another. It was 
easier to understand one another in this 
smaller gathering and certainly every 
hour was well spent. 

Rio is a vast city, and one felt some- 
what lost outside the protection of our 
Baptist community. But here in the 
School, we were never lost or lonely. 
How much we owe to Miss White for 
all she did during the second week we 
needed her care and friendship and she 
certainly did not spare herself at all. 

The second week, when we met with 
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Women’s Union 


the great “Congress,” was not quite so 
easy. Here people were more scattered 
and there was far more noise and con- 
fusion. Consequently it was not always 
easy to hear the speakers or to under- 
stand all the messages. However, the 
great fellowship of Baptists from all over 
the world was to me an inspiration and 
real uplift. Many times I just sat and 
looked at that wonderful congregation 
representing so many lands. Here indeed 
was a picture of the power of God. Here 
were the men and women who had dedi- 
cated their lives to his service. I thought 
of the great possibilities and many prob- 
abilities which surely must result in a 
great harvest of souls for the Master. 

I was impressed by the faithfulness and 
loyalty of so many who find the Chris- 
tian life far from easy, because of the 
adverse conditions in their countries. 
How wonderful were the testimonies 
given at the women’s meeting in that 
great Congress hall. These will not easily 
be forgotten. How we thank God for 
the courage and devotion of many of 
our sisters and brethren. 

As we looked backwards over the past 
years we were very conscious of all the 
valiant and devoted service of those who 
laid the foundations for this Congress. 


Women’s Department 


Mrs. EpGar BATEs, Chairman 
Mrs. MAURICE HopcE, Secretary 





As women, we were reminded of the 
fact that now all the continents had their 
organized women’s groups. This remark- 
able achievement owed much to the vi- 
sion and perseverance of Mrs. George 
Martin. It was good to have her with 
us and to be able to show our appre- 
ciation and gratitude for all she had 
done. 

Returning home by plane, we had to 
come down to refuel in West Africa. It 
was midnight when we landed and I 
thought of the great darkness which 
hangs over Africa. 

After some time we started on our 
journey again and now it was early 
morning and the sky was lighted by the 
dawn breaking. 

For me, this was perhaps the most 
memorable scene. For there across the 
great Sahara desert I saw the dawn 
break. The darkness was indeed dis- 
pelled by the brilliance of the sun rising. 

So I had a vision of a new dawn 
breaking over the world today. 

For me it was an assurance that there 
will always be the promise of a new 
day dawning. A new brightness which 
will cover the earth. 

I thought of the old hymn which I had 
sung from childhood days. 

“For the darkness shall turn to the 

dawning 

And the dawning to noon-day bright 

And Christ’s great Kingdom shall come 

on earth 

The Kingdom of Love and Light.” 

Yes, Rio had been for me and I be- 
lieve for many more a day of brightness, 
maybe the darkness would come again 
for many, the sun would be hid for 
some time, maybe for years, but the 
dawn would break again and with it the 
brightness would dispel our darkness and 
sorrows. 

Yes, God was in His heaven. No 
darkness could ever really’ shut Him out. 

So I continued on my journey home to 
work and to leave the results with God. 
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peared to me to be wider in range than 
at home with more emphasis on pastoral 
matters, but research students, and there 
are many of them, achieve a high aca- 
demic standard. 

Ministers came to denominational area 
conferences in large numbers. They 
showed real interest in the life and work 
of British Baptists and paid many tributes 
to the debt they owe to British scholar- 
ship. 

I found church services less formal 
than ours. The ministers are non-clerical 
but choirs are beautifully robed. Every 
service closed with an “invitation” hymn. 
It was a moving experience to see peo- 
ple come forward without undue pres- 
sure for decision or church membership. 
Laymen have a large share in the serv- 
ices as indeed in the whole work of the 
church. 


The Race Problem 

At many meetings since my return I 
have been questioned about the color 
problem. The Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion has declared for integration and 
most people I met agreed. At Little Rock 
I had an interview with the controversial 
governor, Orval Faubus. A good deal 
of agitation, centered upon certain places 
in the USA, has been largely pro- 
moted by people outside. Moreover, 
there is no evidence that Negro parents 
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are over-eager to send their children to 
the former white high school at Little 
Rock. They have an excéllent high school 
of their own and they are- proud of it. 
The Negroes have their own Baptist 
churches and their own convention. The 
color problem goes deeper than integra- 
tion. There is history behind it, and 
social, political, cultural and economic 
factors have yet to be resolved. It is easy 
to debate the question at a distance, but 
it looks different when you are in its 
midst, 

Southern Baptists have their problems 
like the rest of us. The majority of their 
churches are rural churches and there is 
real concern for many ministers whose 
stipends are inadequate and who have 
to undertake secular occupations. 

The overall picture is one of a denomi- 
nation which is alive and in touch with 
people, resolved to win them to Christ 
and the churches. In this task certain 
factors are in their favor. There is no 
state-church background. The Free 
Churches are strong, especially the Bap- 
tist. In Britain only 10 per cent of the 
people are associated with the churches; 
in the USA the figure given is over 60 
per cent. 

Nevertheless no one can explain the 
growth and virility of Southern Baptists 
without regard to a supreme factor: it 
is “not by might, nor by power, but by 
my spirit, saith the Lord.” 


JAPAN: 
THESE YOUNG PEOPLE WANT ROCKS 

The young people of North Japan are 
still hunting new rocks for their rock 
pile. Theodore W. Livingston, a director 
of youth work there, reports stones have 
already been received from Burma, El 
Salvador, Malaya and the United States. 
Others have been promised from the 
Philippine Islands, Sweden, Nyasaland 
and Guatemala. 

The stones will be used in an inter- 
national fireplace being built at Morigo 
Campsite. The North Japan young peo- 
ple want stones from every country rep- 
resented in the Baptist World Alliance. 

Youth leaders in countries which have 
not yet sent stones are invited to send 
small rocks—a pebble or larger—to Mr. 
T. W. Livingston, 15 Nonaka, Rifu- 
Mura, Mlyagi-Gun, Miyagi-Ken, Japan. 
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